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By Annie Mayne
amayne@mdjonline.com

MarIeTTa — After near-
ly 70 years, Hodge Army 
Navy — Cobb’s iconic 
military surplus store 
— is closing its doors.

The store opened in 
1955 by the late John 
W. Hodge, a Carters-
ville native and former 
Lockheed employee who 
was tired of working the 
graveyard shift.

He had witnessed the 
sheer amount of decom-
missioned supplies Lock-
heed was ridding itself 
of at the time, and saw 
a business opportunity, 
according to his son-in-
law and current store 
owner and operator, 
Paul Earls.

“They were doing con-
tracts around the clock,” 
Earls said. “He quit, and 
bought a panel truck, and 
started selling decommis-
sioned tools from Lock-
heed, which eventually 
led to the first store.”

A POST 9/11 SHIFT
The store initially 

sourced its goods from 
Lockheed and military 
auctions. But after 9/11, 
Earls said, the busi-
ness model completely 
changed.

“There was a prob-
lem with camouflage 
when we went into Des-

ert Storm. There was no 
desert (patterns). All 
the military before that 
had been Vietnam, Ko-
rea, World War II — it 
was all woods and jungle 
type camouflage,” Earls 
said. “For the Middle 
East, (the military) had 
to develop new camou-
flage patterns.”

Part of that new de-
sign development includ-
ed the incorporation of 
near infrared technology, 
which made detection of 

U.S. soldiers overseas 
much more difficult. But 
it also made it illegal to 
sell authentic uniforms 
with such technology in 
stores like Hodge Army 
Navy.

“They didn’t want any 
of that (near infrared 
technology) in the sec-
ondary market,” Earls 
said. “They didn’t want 
the technology to be cop-
ied by any other coun-
try, or anybody else. So, 
they started incinerating 

the clothing … overtime, 
the surplus market has 
just gone down.”

Earls, who has been 
running the store for the 
last 20 years with sup-
port from his wife, Gay 
Earls, had to become a 
lot more creative in the 
sourcing of the store’s 
goods.

He began collecting 
from the estates of veter-
ans, getting contacted by 

By Jake Busch
jbusch@mdjonline.com

The family of Melinda Jolly, a mother 
of four who police say was killed last week 
by an abusive boyfriend in her Marietta 
home, is raising funds for her children 
and their new caretakers — Jolly’s broth-
er and his family.

Tommy Jolly and his wife Stacey will 
be caring for Melinda Jolly’s three chil-
dren in addition to five of their own, ac-
cording to the GoFundMe page.

The fundraiser is organized by Melin-
da’s sister Pamela Jolly and has raised 
more than $20,000 toward a $50,000 
goal as of Tuesday afternoon.

Melinda Jolly moved to Georgia with 
her four children after her husband Dirk 
Van Donselaar died of cancer in 2019, ac-
cording to the fundraising post.

Family raises 
funds after 
mother of 4 
killed in Cobb

Courtesy - Pamela Jolly

From left: Melinda Jolly’s son Michael, Melinda 
Jolly and Dirk Van Donselaar’s daughter Har-
mony, Dirk Van Donselaar and Melinda Jolly.

Marietta Army supply store to close after almost 70 years

Annie Mayne

Paul Earls is the owner and operator of Hodge Army Navy, the military supply store his father-in-law opened 
in 1955.

Hodge Army Navy, the military supply store that has operated for nearly 70 
years, will permanently close its doors Sunday.

One final salute

By Joe Adgie
jadgie@mdjonline.com

The National Weath-
er Service has issued a 
flood watch for much of 
north Georgia, includ-
ing Cobb County, with 
an estimated 2-4 inches 
of rain through Friday.

The watch will be ef-
fective from Wednesday 
night to Friday night.

Ansley Long, a fore-
caster with the Nation-
al Weather Service in 
Peachtree City, said there 
is an active weather pat-
tern that will bring in 
several rounds of rain-
fall from Wednesday 
through the weekend, 
and that there are higher 
amounts of rainfall pos-
sible in isolated areas.

There is an 80% chance 
of rain on Wednesday, 
a 90% chance on Thurs-
day and a 70% chance 
on Friday, according to 
NWS. The chances of 
rain drop off on Satur-
day, starting off at 90% 
in the day and dropping 
to 30% Saturday night. 
Sunday’s forecast is for 
mostly cloudy weather.

Long said motorists 
should watch out for 
standing water on the 
road.

“Any heavy rainfall 
can lead to ponding 
on the roadways, and 
any instances of flash 
flooding and runoff 
from heavier showers 
can lead to hazardous 
driving conditions,” 
Long said. “Drivers 
should be really cau-
tious when driving on 
the roadways.”

Flood watch 
for Cobb Co. 
through Fri.

By Joe Adgie
jadgie@mdjonline.com

The Mableton City Council will con-
sider a request for an 8% hotel/motel 
tax at its meeting Wednesday.

According to city documents, Mable-
ton currently levies a 5% hotel/motel tax, 
while state law allows cities to raise it up 
to 8%. This is a tax paid by those who 
rent hotel rooms within the city limits.

The move would not officially increase 
the city’s hotel/motel tax to 8% but instead 
request the Cobb County Legislative Del-
egation to present an act before the Geor-
gia General Assembly that would allow 
the city to adopt an 8% hotel/motel tax.

Mableton to 
consider 8% 
hotel/motel tax

By Jake Busch                
and Dave Williams
jbusch@mdjonline.com,
Capitol Beat News Service

aTLanTa — The Georgia 
Board of Natural Resourc-
es put its stamp of approval 
Tuesday on funding for 13 
land conservation, restora-
tion and parks projects across 
the state, including $3 mil-
lion for the Chattahoochee 
RiverLands Regional Trail-
head in Cobb.

The $3 million awarded 
to the project is allocated 
specifically for the develop-
ment of a park at the cor-
ner of Mableton Parkway 
and Discovery Boulevard 
in south Cobb, just over the 
Fulton County line, accord-

ing to George Dusenbury, 
the Georgia director of the 
Trust for Public Land.

“The (Georgia) Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es has been an incredible 
partner on the RiverLands, 
and this is just the latest in 
I think, goodness gracious, 
more than $13 million that 
they’ve invested up and down 
the 100 miles that make up 
the RiverLands,” Dusen-
bury said.

Walt Ray, who is directing 
the Chattahoochee River-
Lands program for the Trust 
for Public Land, noted the 
park, which the group is call-
ing the RiverLands Gateway 
Park, will be strategically 

RiverLands project approved for $3M state grant

Special - SCAPE Landscape Architecture

Pictured is a rendering of RiverLands Gateway Park, a park envisioned for the trailhead of the 
Chattahoochee RiverLands project at Mableton Parkway and Discovery Boulevard in south Cobb.
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Our beloved fa-
ther, grandfather, 
and friend; John Leo 
Akerman of Marietta 

entered heaven on January 
third of this year.  Family 
and friends surrounded him 
when he departed this life at 
the grand age of 97.  He and 
his family lived in Vinings for 
fifty years prior to moving to 
their current home. 

John was best known for 
the business that he and his 
family owned in Smyrna, 
Sound Principle.  It was 
one of the earliest Christian 
bookstores in the metro area 
and closed in 1999 upon his 
retirement. 

John came to Georgia 
to pursue a Mechanical 
Engineering degree at 
Georgia Tech.  He later 
worked at Lockheed as a 
flight test engineer on their 
C-130 aircraft. John was a 
World War II Navy veteran 
who served in the Pacific.

John was a member of 
several churches in the 
area. They were Northside 
United Methodist (Atlanta), 
Community Bible Church 
(Marietta), and he was in-
strumental in starting 
Grace Community Church 
(Marietta) where he was an 
elder until he reached his 
90s. 

John was preceded in 
death by his precious wife of 
sixty-six years, Ladeen.  He 
is survived by his “treasures” 
Joan Akerman, Carol Friesen 
(Phil), and Patricia Wilson 
(Brian). He was blessed to 
be called Papa by five dear-
ly loved grandchildren and, 
more recently, the addition 
of four great-grandchildren.

Coming to the end of his 
life, John told everyone who 
came to visit that he would 
be with his Savior, Jesus. His 
dearest wish was for no one 
to fear death but, for all to 
trust in Jesus as savior and 
have the peace of a certain 
eternity. 

John’s Celebration of Life 
will be at Grace Community 
Church in Marietta on 
Saturday, January 20th at 
2:00 pm.  In lieu of flow-
ers, John requested that do-
nations be made to Grace 
Community Church. For 
more information, please 
see John’s obituary on the 
Carmichael Funeral Home 
website. Your memories, 
photos, and stories would be 
appreciated.

AKERMAN, John 
Leo

Kenneth Michael 
Barfield, age 75, of 
Marietta, Georgia, 
passed away unex-

pectedly on December 31, 
2023. Kenneth was born on 
July 23, 1948, to William 
E. and Ollie Mae Barfield in 
Atlanta, Georgia.

Kenneth is survived by his 
sister, Janice Owen; niece, 
Lori Shellnutt, and her hus-
band, Ryan, and their son, 
William.

Kenneth graduated from 
Milton High School in 
Alpharetta, Georgia. He 
earned a degree in educa-
tion from the University of 
Georgia and his masters 
degree in education from 
Georgia State University. He 
taught school for many years. 
He served in the United 
States Army from 1970-1973.

Kenneth was a kind per-
son who loved the Lord and 
had a vast knowledge of the 
Bible. He enjoyed reading, 
gardening, collecting comic 
books, and was an avid fan of 
the Atlanta Hawks, Georgia 
Bulldogs, Atlanta Falcons, 
and the Atlanta Braves.

Celebration of Life ser-
vice to be held on February 
3, 2024, at 1:00 PM, at the 
Sandy Plains Baptist Church 
in Marietta, Georgia.

BARFIELD, 
Kenneth Michael

Wesley Leroy 
Liebergesell, of 
Marietta, past away 
peacefully Jan. 21, 

2024 at the age of 93.  He was 
born on October 6, 1930 in 
Stephenson County Illinois to 
Earl Wesley Liebergesell and 
Mabel Roberts Liebergesell. 
He was raised on the fami-
ly farm and attended Hart 
School, and Freeport Junior 
and Senior High Schools. 
He joined the Army and 
served a year in Korea. 
While in the Army he attend-
ed Mechanic and Welding 
Schools at Fort Gillem near 
Atlanta. At a USO dance he 
met Frances Sargent who 
he Married on November 
20, 1952.  After service they 
moved to Berkley Il, where 
he worked as a welder. They 
had 2 children, Michael Ray 
and Anita Marie. In 1968 the 
family moved to Marietta, 
GA to be close to Frances’ 
family. Wes and Frances 
were married 58 years un-
til her death in 2011. Wes 
worked for C.W Matthews 
& Lockheed up until retire-
ment. Wes is survived by 
His Son Michael and his wife 
Michelle, Grandchildren, 
Tim Davis, his wife Carrie 
and their Children Olivia 
and Morgan, Karen Davis 
White and her husband 
Tom. Predeceasing him are 
Frances his wife and his 
daughter Anita Marie Sharp. 
He was a lifelong member of 
the United Methodist and ac-
tive in all congregations that 
he belonged to. He also en-
joyed square dancing, bowl-
ing, gardening, volunteering 
at a nursing home, help-
ing friends get to appoint-
ments and recycling every-
thing. A celebration of his 
life will be held 1 pm Friday, 
January 26, 2024 at the 
Bethany United Methodist 
Church with the Revs. Joya 
Abrams and Terry Phillips 
officiating.  Interment will 
be in Georgia Memorial Park 
Cemetery. The family will 
receive friends from 4-7 pm 
Thursday, January 25, 2024 
at the Carmichael Funeral 
Home in Smyrna.  Those 
who wish may make contri-
butions to Bethany United 
Methodist Church https://
www.bethanyumc.net/

Carmichael Funeral Home 
in Smyrna is in charge of ar-
rangements.  www.carmi-
chaelcares.com 770-435-
4467

LIEBERGESELL, 
Wesley L.

Mrs. Charlene 
Waneta Lathouse, 
age 82, of Marietta, 
passed away January 

9, 2024 in her home sur-
rounded by family. She was 
a native of Danville, IN and 
graduated with a Bachelor’s 
in French and English from 
Ball State University and 
was the first member of her 
family to attend college. She 
was an English as a Second 
Language Instructor at 
Kennesaw State University 
and with Cobb County Adult 
Education.

Preceded in death by her 
husband of 62 years, William 
Adrian Lathouse.

Survived by her four chil-
dren: Eric Lathouse, Nicole 
Gilbert, Evan Lathouse and 
Nathan Lathouse and one 
granddaughter, Amelia 
Gilbert.

Funeral services will be 
held Thursday, January 25 
at 1 PM in the Mausoleum 
Chapel of Kennesaw 
Memorial Park, 1306 
Whitlock Avenue, Marietta, 
GA 30064, with Chaplin 
James Kenton and Maketo 
Moore officiating. Interment 
will follow in Kennesaw 
Memorial Park. 

Fond memories and ex-
pressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.
GeorgiaMemorialPark.com 
for the Lathouse family.

Georgia Memorial Park 
Funeral Home & Cemetery, 
2000 Cobb Parkway SE, 
Marietta, GA 30060. 770-
432-0771.

LATHOUSE, 
Charlene Waneta
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ONE  burial plot, Mountain View
Park  Cemetery  (off  Whitlock
Ave. in Marietta). $2,000 or best
offer. Call 850-865-1457.

Tax Associate, Atlanta, GA: con-
duct legal  rsrch based on client
Qs & issues; prep, draft, rvw le-
gal  docs related to tax, corp.  &
M&A; doc review to assess rele-
vance of docs based on facts and
law;  ensure  filing  deadlines  w/
IRS,  US Tax  Ct.  &amp;  more;
comm directly w/ clients, IRS &
others;  prepare  CLE materials.
Min JD & GA Bar License. Re-
sumes:  Stein  Law,  LLC,  750
Hammond  Dr.  Bldg  5-100,  At-
lanta, GA 30328

100
ANNOUNCEMENTS

125 Cemeteries, Monuments

600
EMPLOYMENT

665 Professional, Technical

2000
PETS 

2005 Dogs

7000
TRANSPORTATION

7010 Autos For Sale/ Used

7999
LEGALS

8056 Trade Name
MDJ-9979
GPN-06

APPLICATION TO REGISTER
BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED

UNDER A TRADE NAME
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF COBB

The undersigned  hereby certifies  that
they are conducting a business  in the
City  of  Marietta,  County  of  Cobb,  in
the  State  of  Georgia under the trade
name: Pediatrix Critical Care of Geor-
gia and that the nature of said business
is: medical practice  that said business
is composed of the following: Pediatix
Medical  Group of  Georgia,  P.C.  1301
concord Terrace, Sunrise, FL 33323.

Connie Taylor
Clerk of Superior Court

Cobb County
1:12,19-2024

GMC YUKON XL 2017 WHITE
White  exterior,  Tan  leather,
3rd  row-seating,  Power  seats,
Extra clean, Wood grain, Non
smoker, loaded, 2 DVD factory
players  mounted  rear,  Run-
ning boards, Leather, sunroof,
new  Michelin  tires,  V8,
EcoTec3,  5.3  Liter.  No  acci-
dents.  60k  miles.  $44,400.00
Email  @  tess431@outlook.com
Serious inq. only! 770-512-2947.

COCKER SPANIEL PUPPY
(AKC)

Buff male puppy, playful and af-
fectionate,  a  great  family  pet.
$600.   Call/text  for  info,  770-313-
7711

Like us on
Facebook

“There is only one happi-
ness in this life, to love and 
be loved.” — George Sand

Let children walk with Na-
ture, let them see the beau-
tiful blendings and commu-
nions of death and life, their 
joyous inseparable unity, as 
taught in woods and mead-
ows, plains and mountains 
and streams of our blessed 
star, and they will learn that 
death is stingless indeed, and 
as beautiful as life. 

— John Muir

She was pregnant with 
twin boys at the time Van 
Donselaar was diagnosed, 
and they were born short-
ly before he died, Pamela 
Jolly wrote.

Melinda Jolly and Van 
Donselaar also had a daugh-
ter together, and Jolly had 
a son from before her mar-
riage to Van Donselaar. He 
is now an adult.

Pamela Jolly said in the 
post that she and her moth-
er, who live in California, re-
cently learned Melinda was 
in an abusive relationship 
and had been calling the 
Cobb Police Department 
to request that they make 
welfare checks to Melinda’s 
home on Perch Drive.

Pamela Jolly wrote that 
the last welfare check they 

conducted was Jan. 15. Their 
cousin went to Melinda Jol-
ly’s home near Hollydale 
Elementary on Wednesday 
to check on her and found 
Jolly dead.

Charles Cook, 41, of Mar-
ietta, was arrested in Oka-
loosa County, Florida on 
Thursday, Jan. 18, and is 
accused of murdering Me-
linda Jolly. He was previ-
ously charged with second 
degree cruelty to children 
for picking up Jolly’s four-
year-old twins from school 
in October 2023 while un-
der the influence of alcohol.

According to a warrant for 
his arrest at the time, Cook 
then fell asleep when he was 
supposed to be watching the 
children, who got outside 
and went running around 
the neighborhood. One of 
the twins ended up stuck in 
Jolly’s car for 30 minutes, 
and law enforcement had to 
break a window to recover 

the boy, the warrant added.
On the GoFundMe page, 

Pamela Jolly remembered 
her sister as “a kind, compas-
sionate young woman with 
her whole life ahead of her.

“She had a sparkle in her 
eye, and truly lit up a room. 
She loved animals, French 
music, and she was the fast-
est runner,” Pamela Jolly 
wrote of her sister. “She had 
a big heart and loved her 
children with everything 
she had. She was the best 
mom, a beloved daughter, 
a caring sister, a whimsi-
cal aunt, a gracious niece, 
and a forever friend. She 
was just a beautiful person 
inside and out. She had the 
best smile and the craziest 
ideas. She will be missed by 
so many.”

Those interested in donat-
ing can visit the GoFundMe 
page at https://www.go-
fundme.com/f/in-memory-
of-melinda-jolly.

FUNDS
From A1

Pamela Jolly

From left: Melinda Jolly’s son Michael, Melinda Jolly and Dirk Van Donselaar’s daughter 
Harmony, Melinda Jolly and Dirk Van Donselaar.

situated to provide easy ac-
cess to the river and different 
trails along and around it.

Not only does the Trust 
for Public Land envision the 
park as a “key access point” 
for the region, as Ray put 
it, but they also hope for 
the park to have the neigh-
borhood park feel based on 
what those living in the area 
might be looking for.

The first phase of con-
struction will include eco-
logical restoration, green 
infrastructure and woodland 
restoration, in addition to 
needs for the trailhead like 
a parking lot, restrooms, en-
try plaza and trail connec-
tions, Ray said. There will 
also be a kayak launch and 
boat ramp at the trailhead, 
he added.

More than $21.4 million 
to pay for the RiverLands 
trailhead and the 12 oth-
er projects across the state 
will come from the Georgia 
Outdoor Stewardship Fund, 
raised from a sales tax on 
sporting goods the state’s 
voters overwhelmingly ap-
proved as a constitutional 
amendment in 2018.

In four previous cycles of 
funding going back to 2020, 
the fund has allocated more 
than $97 million to projects 
in 54 counties, Soheila Naji, 
the program’s coordinator, 
told board members before 
Tuesday’s unanimous vote.

Those state funds were ac-
companied by $175 million 
in matching money put up 
by the state and local gov-

ernment agencies, recreation 
authorities, and nonprofit 
groups that applied for grants, 
Naji said.

Six of the 13 grants are go-
ing to the state Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR), 
with the rest going to cities, 
counties, the Jekyll Island 
Authority, and the Trust for 
Public Land.

Here is the list of projects 
funded through the 2023-24 
round of grants:

♦ Trust for Public Land 
Chattahoochee RiverLands Re-
gional Trailhead: $3,000,000

♦ City of Ringgold Slabtown 
Park and South Chickamauga 
Blueway: $811,500

♦ City of St. Marys Tabby 
Trail for Eco-tourism and 
Stewardship: $1,735,400

♦ GADNR, Coastal Resourc-
es Division Noyes Cut Eco-
system Restoration Project, 
Phase II: $1,321,500

♦ GADNR, Wildlife Resourc-
es Division Mocama Tract ad-
dition to Ceylon Wildlife Man-
agement Area: $2,100,000

♦ GADNR, Wildlife Resourc-
es Division Dugdown Moun-

tain Corridor-Treat Moun-
tain Expansion: $2,100,000

♦ GADNR, Wildlife Re-
sources Division Conasauga 
Wildlife Management Area — 
Springbank Tract: $550,000

♦ GADNR, Wildlife Resourc-
es Division Habitat Restora-
tion on State Lands, Phase 3: 
$629,500

♦ GADNR, Wildlife Re-
sources Division Outdoor 
Recreation Enhancements 
on State Public Fishing Ar-
eas: $1,600,000

♦ Glynn County Coast Guard 
Beach Park: $3,000,000

♦ Jekyll Island State Park 
Authority From Golf to Wild-
life Corridor Recreational 
Park: $1,602,300

♦ Lanier County Improving 
Recreation & Water Quality: 
$1,491,057

♦ Pike County Parks and 
Recreation Authority Pike 
County Recreation Complex 
Improvements: $1,500,000

The project list heads next 
to the Georgia House and 
Senate budget subcommit-
tees with jurisdiction over 
the DNR for final approval.

GRANT
From A1
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George Dusenbury of the Trust for Public Land stands by the 
Chattahoochee River off Mableton Parkway, where a multi-
use trail will be built in March 2023.

special - sCaPe landscape architecture

Pictured is a rendering of RiverLands Gateway Park, a park envisioned for the trailhead of the 
Chattahoochee RiverLands project at Mableton Parkway and Discovery Boulevard in south Cobb.


